
VARIATIONS ON THE THEME OF ETHICS 
 
A dalliance between an inquisitive mind and Aria. 
 
TOPIC SIX 
 
Is there an imperative in ethics 
The philosopher Immanuel Kant, who introduced the notion of the Categorical Imperative, 
stated there is 
: 
Definition: The Categorical Imperative is a fundamental principle in Kant's moral philosophy. 
It serves as a way to evaluate motivations for actions and is considered unconditional  
or absolute for all rational beings. The Key Features being 
: 
Universalisability: An action is only morally acceptable  
if it can be universally applied. In other words, one should  
act only according to that maxim which they can  
will to become a universal law 
. 
Respect for Persons: Individuals should be treated as ends 
 in themselves and never merely as a means to an end.  
This emphasises the inherent dignity of every person. 
 
Moral Duty: The Categorical Imperative commands actions that  
are necessary and binding, regardless of personal desires or consequences. 
 
Practical Application: Kant's imperative encourages individuals to consider  
the broader implications of their actions. For example, if one considers lying,  
they should ask themselves if it would be acceptable for everyone to lie in similar situations 
. 
Contrast with Hypothetical Imperatives: Unlike hypothetical imperatives,  
which are conditional and depend on personal desires  
(e.g., "If you want to be healthy, you should exercise"),  
The Categorical Imperative is absolute and applies to everyone. 
 
In summary, the idea of an imperative in ethics, 
particularly through Kant's Categorical Imperative,  
emphasises the importance of duty, universality,  
and respect for individuals in moral decision-making. 
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