
ETHICAL THEMES 

 

Are you ethical? What are ethics? 
 

Ethics  
 

can be defined in several ways  
reflecting its complexity and importance  

in guiding human behaviour.  
Here are some key definitions and concepts  

 

 Moral Principles 
  

Ethics refers to a set of moral principles  
that govern a person's behaviour  

or the conduct of an activity.  
These principles help individuals  
determine what is right and wrong 

 

 

 Philosophical Discipline 
  

It is a philosophical discipline  
concerned with what is morally  

good and bad and what  
is morally right and wrong.  

 

 

 Normative Questions 
 

Ethics investigates normative  
questions about what people  

ought to do, exploring the implications  
of actions and decisions on individuals  
and society and the close link between  

individual and collective behaviour 
 

 

 Standards of Conduct 
  

Ethics encompasses the standards  



of conduct that imposes reasonable obligations 

 to refrain from harmful actions 
such as theft, murder, and fraud. 

 

 

 Moral Philosophy 
 

Ethics examines the nature of morality  
and the moral choices individuals face in their lives. 

 

 

 Cultural and Societal Influences 
  

Ethics can also be influenced  
by cultural and societal norms,  

which shapes our understanding  
and are considered ethical behaviour  

in different contexts. 
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